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Jehovah’s Witnhesses Challenged April 2008

How are JW'’s Saved?

The problem with communicating the Gospel with the
Jehovah’s Witnesses is that they, like the Mormons, use Christian
terminology but with their own unique deynitions. What makes the
task even more difycult is that within their writings there can actu-
ally be biblically sound doctrine or at least truthful statements.

If you were to mix a glass of medication that would heal your
body, but were to mix a teaspoon of arsenic with it what would be
the result? The mixture would kill you even if you had all the best
intensions in the world!
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Screen capture of a web page from the ofycial web site of Jehovahds Witnesses, watch-
tower.org (http://www.watchtower.org/e/19960201/article_02.htm)

This likewise pertains to truth. Truth mixed with error is
still error.

Without getting too critical, the question itself, “What Must
We Do to Be SAVED?0 is a fair question to ask. Perhaps most
problematic is the meaning of the word fisavedo.

Since Jehovah’s Witnesses do not believe there is a literal
hell where people with resurrected bodies will go for all eternity,
it might raise another question that we could borrow from R.C.
Sproul, “Saved from What?”

Simpliyed, you might say that witnesses believe they are
saved from annihilation. This fisavedo also permits them to live
forever on a paradise earth rather than in heaven in the presence
of God as Christians would believe.

From a seemingly simple question This subject can grow
quite large and rather complex.

Asking this question always brings up other fundamental is-
sues as if the original question were like a domino. Once knocked
over it knocks over other dominos which in turn do the same.

Even though Jehovahis Witnesses salvation is rather com-
plex, we shouldn’t be afraid to attempt to understand what they
believe and then be faithful to defend the truth of Godés Word.

The screen capture on this page was taken from the
Jehovahds Witnesses ofycial web site. If we were to isolate this
screen capture from everything the witnesses have taught about
how someone is saved, and change just a few words, you might
consider these paragraphs a great introduction to a Christian
sermon.

Somewhat simpliyed the introduction to this witness article
states that few are saved in relation to those that are lost. There is
a certain amount of diligence and discipline to enter that narrow
door. Then in a note of sarcasm, they subtilely criticise those that
have intellectually accepted the facts concerning Jesus and the
Father but do not obey and follow him.

Last but not least they observe that some people who are
told they are saved fiseem to have little intention of either fol-
lowing or obeying Jesus.o Following this they quote a clergyman
who wrote that faith may not necessarily continue in the life of a
believer. Interestingly, although they dondt document the source,
the quote comes from the pen of Zane Hodges in his controversial
book, Absolutely Free!, p. 63.

Actually, this entire introduction is a serious problem even
within the visible Christian Church. Essentially the controversy
is, must we trust in Jesus as Lord of our lives? The answer is of
course yes, and witnesses seem to bend towards this position.

However, in our next article we will prove that witnesses
go far beyond the essentials of saving faith and repentance which
God grants as gifts, but they place huge burdens on all members
of the organization that all are required to do to earn salvation.

Ultimately, even if a witness is faithful to the end of his life
in all requirements set up by the society, they are taught that they
still may fail yet another test of works after the resurrection before
they are permitted to live forever on a paradise earth.

Continued Next Page...



Fishers of Mien

Balboa Park (again), and
Disneyland!

M arch was another active month for outreaches. Challenge
Ministries teamed up with “Maranatha” Church on Saturday, March 8 at
Balboa Park. We were able to hand out many tracts and had a number of
good witnessing experiences.

The youngest of the team was fiJacobo. If only adults would
have the boldness of this little one.

Just 3 days ealier, Dianna and | visited Disneyland here is Southern
California. Somehow | was able to convince Dianna that our day of re-
laxation would include the committment to personally hand out a package
of 100, million dollar bill gospel tracts!

| ygured the worst that could happen is that we would be wrestled
to the ground, handcuffed, arrested, and booked in the city jail. Praise the
Lord we were able to give out what we had determined without harm, and
even had some God ordained conversations.

Yes, this is Disheyland. Who says you canét hand out tracts in Americags
number one tourist attraction?

The Gospel and Repentance

growing distortion of the gospel is spreading in the church. A distortion
spawned in America and promoted by respected theologians and seminaries. The
stripping away of repentance from the gospel message and it’s equally bad fruit
the removal of the Lordship of Jesus Christ in the life of a believer. This relatively
modern gospel sometimes called fiFree Grace Gospelo has redeyned what it means
to be a Christian. Repentance, turning from sin, is NOT required in this gospel.
It is also unnecessary to receive Jesus as your LORD. A surrender to Him and a
willingness to turn from sin are considered works and therefore NOT essential
ingredients of the Gospel.

Dallas Theological seminary is a strong proponent of this modern salvation,
with noted theologians Zane Hodges and Charles Ryrie ités chief defenders. The
fruit of this gospel is an increase of so-called Christians indistinguishable from the
world. Those that claim to be believers but give no evidence that they have ever
been born again are given assurance that their salvation is secure. The extreme
of this gospel is that you may utterly forsake Christ, cease to believe completely,
have no commitment or even love for the Savior and still be saved!

Zane Hodges admits that a true Christian may cease in his faith in Christ
completely:

“Of course, our faith in Christ should continue. But the claim that
it absolutely must, or necessarily does, has no support at all in the Bible.”
(Absolutely Free!, p.63)

Zane Hodges later continues, “The scriptural revelation knows nothing
of a doctrine in which Christian love for God is guaranteed by the mere fact
that one is a Christian.” (Absolutely Free!, pp. 130,131)

This modern, contemporary theology is far more palatable and less abrasive
than the demanding gospel we see preached by Jesus and the New Testament
writers. However, it is essential that we understand that salvation is a gift from
beginning to end and is not earned. Even repentance, is a gift from God.

When they heard these things, they held their peace, and gloriyed
God, saying, Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted repentance unto
life. (Acts 11:18)

Jesus was certainly clear when He preached “unless you repent you will
perish” (Luke 13:3)

The Apostle Paul ended his message on Mars hill by saying, And the times
of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where
to repent: Acts 17:30

Following the resurrection Jesus told His disciples the message to preach
to all nations:

And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his
name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. (Luke 24:47)

In John 10:27-28 Jesus said a characteristic of his sheep is they will fiFol-
low Meo:

My sheep hear My voice, and | know them, and they follow Me; and |
give them eternal life;...”

Jesus certainly demands lordship in Markés Gospel:

“...Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up
his cross, and follow me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but
whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the gospel’s, the same shall save
it. (Mark 8:34-35)

True saving Faith will always be accompanied by saving repentance and a
yielded life to Christ. Certainly imperfect and ever growing.

This verse sums up the regenerated, born again Christian:

Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are
passed away; behold, all things are become new. (2 Cor 5:17)

Moving? Please send your change of address to Challenge Ministries, Box 20195, El Cajon, Calif.




Mormonism Challenged

How are Mormons Saved?

\]ust as we have a problem in semantics (word meanings) with the Jehovahds
Witnesses, likewise the problem exists with the LDS.

The Christian means one thing by using a word and the Mormon means
something entirely different. When we ask the question how are Mormons saved,
the LDS will point out they believe in Jesus. He is our fiSavioro.

Rather than dwell on the radical difference between the LDS Jesus and
the Jesus of the Bible, 1’d like to focus on their belief that far more than Jesus is
required for their salvation?

To begin with, the LDS person believes there are two types of salvation.
The yrst type of salvation comes to all people and simply means that all are
RESURRECTED. You are not required to believe in Christ for this salvation and
all people receive it.

The other type of salvation is that in which man merits by his own acts. Joseph
Fielding Smith expounds on this filndividual Salvationo as follows:

“--that which man merits through his own acts through life and by
obedience to the laws and ordinances of the gospel.” (Doctrines of Salvation,
vol. 1, p. 134)

The Book of Mormon likewise compliments this that we must earn part of
our salvation:

“... for we know that it is by grace that we are saved, after all we can
do.” (11 Nephi 25:23)

If you think about it, who is doing “all” they can do? Couldn’t even the most
godly person done a little more? If you aren’t doing all that you possibly could have,
how can you then be saved by grace?

What are some of these things that are required for this individual salvation?
Perhaps the most important is you must believe in Joseph Smith.

Joseph Fielding Smith, who became the 10th Prophet of the Mormon Church
declared:

“No Salvation Without Accepting Joseph Smith. If Joseph Smith was
verily a prophet, and if he told the truth .... No man can reject that testimony
without incurring the most dreadful consequences, for he cannot enter the
kingdom of God.” (Doctrines of Salvation, vol. 1, p. 190)

Apostle Bruce McConkie adds:

“If it had not been for Joseph Smith and the restoration, there would be
no salvation.” (Mormon Doctrine, p. 670)

According to Brigham Young the consent of Joseph Smith was necessary to
enter into the presence of God when this life was over:

*“...n0 man or woman in this dispensation will ever enter into the celestial
kingdom of God without the consent of Joseph Smith.... every man and woman
must have the certiycate of Joseph Smith, junior, as a passport to their entrance
into the mansion where God and Christ are -- | with you and you with me. |
cannot go there without his consent.” (Journal of Discourses, vol. 7, p. 289)

Naturally, if belief in Joseph Smith is essential, it would follow that you must
join the LDS church which is certainly the case. Apostle Bruce McConkie in his
famous LDS doctrinal book bluntly stated:

“There is no salvation outside The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints.” (Mormon Doctrine, p. 670)

Baptism is considered an essential ingredient of this salvation. Not just any
baptism will do. You must be baptized by a person holding the proper priesthood
authority, which of course the Mormon Church claims to have.

Then there are laws and ordinances which you must obey. The third article
of faith of the Mormon Church explains this requirement to be fisavedo:

“We believe that through the Atonement of Christ, all mankind may be
saved, by obedience to the laws and ordinances of the Gospel.”

Milton R. Hunter made this statement about the importance of a fitemple
marriageo:

“Marriage is not only a righteous institution, but obedience to this law is
absolutely necessary in order to obtain the highest exaltation in the Kingdom
of God.” (Gospel Through the Ages, p. 119)

Furthermore, Joseph Smith taught your own salvation was in jeopardy if
you werenit baptized in behalf of your dead ancestors. He made this statement
concerning baptism for the dead:

“Those Saints who neglect it in behalf of their deceased relatives, do
it at the peril of their own salvation.” (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith,
p. 193)

He also made it plain there was something more important than preaching
Christ to the living:

“The greatest responsibility in this world that God has laid upon us is
to seek after our dead.” (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 356)

THE /ARTICLES; OF FALTH

OF THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
History of the Church, Vol. 4, pp. 535-541

E 4believe in *God, the | who are in %authority, to “preach
Eternal Father, and in His | the Gospel and administer in the
¢Son, Jesus Christ, and in | ordinances thereof.

the “Holy Ghost.

2 We believe that men will be
*punished for their *own sins, and
not for Adam’s ‘transgression.

3 We believe that through the
“Atonement of Christ, all *mankind
may be ‘saved, by obedience to the
laws and ordinances of the Gospel.

4 We believe that the first prin-
ciples and %ordinances of the Gospel
are; first, *Faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ; second, ‘Repentance; third,
¢Baptism by “immersion for the “re-
mission of sins; fourth, Laying on
of “hands for the *gift of the Holy
Ghost.

5 We believe that a man must be
¢called of God, by ’prophecy, and

6 We believe in the same “organizas
tion that existed in the Primitive
Church, namely, apostles, ‘pro=
phets, ‘pastors, ‘teachers, ‘evan
gelists, and so forth.

7 We believe in the “gift of *tongues;
‘prophecy, ‘revelation, “visions
/healing, ‘interpretation of tongues
and so forth.

8 We believe the °Bible to be the
bword of God as far as it is translated
ccorrectly ; we also believe the Book
of Mormon to be the word of God:

9 We believe all that God has &
vealed, all that He does now revedh
and we believe that He will yt
dreveal many great and importail
things pertaining to the Kingdom

by the laying on of hands by those | God.

Photocopy of LDS scripture, the Pearl of Great Price and the Articles of Faith.
Number 3 states we must obey laws and ordinances to be saved.

The list of works required for Mormon salvation just keeps on going. Who
on this planet could possibly meet all the requirements?

The Bible portrays a radically different salvation and it is found in a person.
Forgiveness of sins. Eternal life in the presence of God. Power and desire to live
a godly life. All a GIFT without works.

Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name
under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved. (Acts 4:12)

But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our
iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes
we are healed. (Isaiah 53:5)

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves:
it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. For we are his
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before
ordained that we should walk in them. (Ephesians 2:8-10)

“Therefore it any man be in Christ, he is a new creature; old things are
passed away; behold, all things are become new.” (II Corinthians 5:17)

Him hath God exalted with his right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour,
for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. (Acts 5:30-31)

My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they follow me: And |
give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man
pluck them out of my hand. (John 10:27-28)

The LDS gospel leads people from the true gospel which is complete in
Christ. If we care where they spend eternity we will share the truth in love.
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Update on Earth Day 60,000
(Sunday, April 20th)

First the BAD news: | contacted the Earth Day promoter and
requested booth space for our ministry. Since our only involve-
ment would be to spread the Christian message, | was told that our
presence did not yt the intended purpose of the event and we were
turned down.

The GOOD news: | contacted the Chief Balboa Park supervi-
sor and was told that finon-proytso could take up to a 10 x 10 foot
space at no cost within the park. YES! Just saved $350.

Dianna and | have scoped out the park and are going early (8
a.m.) and set up for the day near the organ pavilion. Although this
is a Sunday, there are still many hours you could help after Church.
Webll stay all day or until we run out of literature. You need not be
a skilled evangelist, just a heart to share the Gospel. You may work
in the booth with others or roam the park.

We’ve contacted several churches and placed posters at
Evangelical Book store for help. Wedd like to have 20 people help
if possible and thousands of tracts.

We have had some helpers in the past that were under 10 years
old! Why not make it a family event?

Please consider how you can help. E-mail, write, or call us
at home: (619) 440-7167

Challenge Ministries is a non-proyt Chris-
tian ministry dedicated to the defense and pro-
claimation of the Gospel and Biblical truth.

Founded by .................. Jerry & Dianna Benson
E-mail: .oo.ovveeeiiien challenge.min@cox.net
WED Site: ..ovvvveeiieeiieeeieeeee, www.challengemin.org
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