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be ready always to give an answer
I Peter 3:15

earmestly contend for the faith
Jude 3
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El Cajon Car Show (3 times!)
and Balboa Park

he city of El Cajon (where Dianna and I live) has a full summer
of scheduled “Hot Rod and Custom Car Shows” for 2008 every Wednesday
evening. Since last newsletter 1’ve been three times sharing the faith in the
early evening. Twice | was there with Dianna and “Shadow Mountain’s”
evangelism team and once alone.

The City of El Cajon is also world famous for the “Mother Goose
Parade” the Sunday before Thanksgiving, which we also tracted last year.
The car show continues to grow. There are now literally thousands that at-
tend and perhaps several hundred or so custom cars, motorcycles and off
road vehicles.

Here’s one of the El Cajon Hot Rods that draw thousands for an evening of fun.

In the three times I’ve been, it was quite easy to talk about the Gospel
with those walking up and down the sidewalks and milling around the street
checking out the cool cars and bikes. Many have no idea what the gospel is.

We were invited by “Shadow Mountain” Baptist Church, pastored by
Dr. David Jeremiah, to accompany their evangelism team. They have a Gos-

Dianna, sharing the gospel with the illusion tract. The Shadow Mountain booth is behind her. 5
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pel booth at this Car Show quite often and occasionally do other outreaches
as well. They are one of the few churches that | am aware of that have any
outreaches in San Diego on a regular basis.

Perhaps one in three claimed to be a Christian. As always, | challenge
them to tell me what “exactly” is a Christian? One middle aged man had a
shirt on with a short Christian message on the front. I enquired about the
meaning and how a person could be right with God?

The man in the chair is LDS. | just happened to have several of our Mormon tracts that | brought
with us. | was able to share the “Real Jesus” and the true God with him. Although he refused to take
the tracts, the 15 minute conversation we had will no doubt have an impact.

He shared clearly and with conviction the elements of the Gospel and
the difference between a “head knowledge only” and a true believer who
trusts in Jesus as Saviour and LORD! Obviously, confessing before men was
a way of life with him. How delightful.

“May we not enjoy God’s mercy without passionately reaching out
to those that yet need it.”

Ricky ylmed me giving the worlds shortest iOpen Air Gospel messageo at Balboa Park just a couple of
weeks ago. Just 90 seconds! Although | don’t do Open Air preaching very often, | am convinced that this
is yet another way to reach the lost and encourage the brethren. In just a couple of weeks, we’ve had over
300 people view the videos we’ve posted on YouTube.com and GodTube.com.



Mormonism Challenged

Contradictions in
Mormon Scriptures

In the third “Car Show” here in El Cajon | met yet another LDS
named “Jason” (not the man in the chair). He is an active Mormon and a
returned missionary. We talked for at least 20 minutes about the Gospel,
the true God and some of the contradictions in LDS scriptures. | thought
it would be helpful to go into more detail for you here about the contradic-
tions in LDS Scriptures.

The bulk of Mormon scripture is claimed to have been given through
Joseph Smith by divine aid, and yet there exists a maze of contradictions
between the Book of Mormon, the Doctrine and Covenants and the Pearl
of Great Price. No doubt if Joseph Smith was inspired by God we could
expect to see harmony and unity in what he wrote, but instead we ynd
confusion and change from beginning to end.

Mormon leader, Joseph Fielding Smith, says that if Joseph Smith
were a fraud there would be “many errors and contradictions” in his writ-
ings which would be easy to detect. He

Joseph Smith received a revelation from God concerning Moses. This is
recorded in Mormon scripture, the Pearl of Great Price, and is in agreement
with the teaching in the Book of Mormon that there is only one God:

“...am the Lord God Almighty, and Endless is my name; for |
am without beginning of days or end of years;...there is no God beside
me....” (Pearl of Great Price, Moses 1:3,6)

However, towards the end of his life, Joseph Smith began to teach
just the opposite and even had revelations that said there were MANY
GODS which contradicted the Book of Mormon.

From one of Smiths later revelations he gave this information about
exaltation where man may become one of the gods:

“...Then shall they be gods, because they have all power, and the
angels are subject unto them...they have entered into their exaltation,
according to the promises, and sit upon thrones, and are not angels
but are gods” (Doctrine and Covenants 132:20,37).
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or Many Gods?

One of the most obvious contra-
dictions in LDS scriptures is found in
the very same book and is a descrip-
tion about the very same event.

This is a parallel account of the
creation. One was written down the
same year as the Book of Mormon
was published, and the other toward
the end of Smith’s life a little over a
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decade later.

The yrst account is found in the

or predicted by the prophets and the
Lord himself.” (Doctrines of Salva-
tion, vol. 1, pp. 188,189)

These would certainly be comfort-
ing words if in fact they were true. The
problem is, there are contradictions and inconsistencies which lie within
the pages of Mormon scriptures which are easy to detect. If we accept
the guidance of Joseph Fielding Smith at face value, we would have to
consider Joseph Smith a “fraud” and a “false teacher.” Since the church
is built upon these latter-day scriptures, the whole system of Mormonism
comes tumbling down.

The following examples will prove that scripture given through
Mormon prophets is ylled with contradictions and inconsistencies and is
totally unreliable as a guide for one’s eternal destiny.

One God or Many Gods?

From cover to cover the Book of Mormon is consistent in its teaching
that there exists only one God. An example is found in Alma 11:26-29:

“And Zeezrom said unto him: Thou sayest there is a true and
living God? “And Amulek said: Yea, there is a true and living God.
“Now Zeezrom said: Is there more than one God? “And he answered,
No.” (Book of Mormon, Alma 11:26-29)

In the same year that the Book of Mormon was published (1830),

This is a comparison between the Book of Moses and the Book of Abraham, both
located in the same LDS book of Scripture, the Pearl of Great Price. The Book
of Abraham shows Joseph Smith’s changing view concerning many Gods!

Pearl of Great Price and was revealed
to Smith in 1830. Dozens of times in
this revelation we ynd the phrase, iAnd
I, God.” (i.e., “And I, God, said: Let
there be light... And | God, called the
light Day... And | God, said... And I, God, made... And |, God, created...”
etc. (see Moses, chapters 2 & 3).

Just a few pages away in the same book of scripture we ynd a
similar narrative, but this time there is a major contradiction. Instead
of “l, God” its “the Gods” that are creating this world. 48 times in two
chapters the phrase “the Gods” is used. “And they (the Gods) said: Let
there be light... And the Gods called the light Day...And the Gods said...
And the Gods organized...And the Gods formed...” etc. (see Abraham,
chapters 4 & 5)

This narrative also contradicts the Book of Mormon which states:

“...for there is a God, and he hath created all things, both the
heavens and the earth, and all things that in them are...” (2 Nephi
2:14).

These contradictions prove Joseph Smith was NOT a true prophet
of God and is leading the LDS people from the only God that can save.



Jehovah’s Witnhesses Challenged

Does Proverbs 8:22 teach that
Jesus is Created?

t the recent Del Mar fair here in Southern California, | mentioned
that | spoke with a man who was a member of a religious organization which
embrace many of the Jehovah’s Witnesses doctrines. A major one is they
reject the deity of Christ. They even use many of the same arguments as the
Jehovah’s Witnesses. One that | discussed with this man is Proverbs 8:22
which he and the witnesses believe proves Jesus is created. Witnesses will
say this is Jesus which is clariyed in verse 30.

Lets look at these two passages of scripture carefully and see if in fact
these texts prove Jesus is created. The New World Translation says:

“Jehovah himself produced me as the beginning of his way, the
earliest of his achievements of long ago.

“then | came to be beside him as a master worker, and | came to
be the one he was specially fond of day by day, | being glad before him
all the time,” (Proverbs 8:22,30 NWT)

If we had nothing else in the Bible to illuminate this passage and we did
not consider the context we might tend to agree with them. The yrst thing we
must understand is although the Bible is meant to be read and understood, not
every verse is equally understandable. Some passages speak in ways that are
not as common but yet still are understandable if interpreted correctly.

Although in some ways one could see a parallel between Jesus and the
Father, the passage is NOT speaking of Jesus at all. Jesus is not mentioned
anywhere in the context. As a matter of fact the yrst 9 chapters of Proverbs is
speaking of an attribute of God, WISDOM. This attribute is expanded upon
by personiycation (spoken metaphorically as if wisdom were a person).

We can see without any difyculty that Verse one of the chapter 8 clari-
yes that wisdom is a person. fiDoes not wisdom keep calling outd NWT. If
witnesses insist that wisdom is Jesus then who is “prudence” in verse 12? “I
wisdom dwell with prudence,...0 (KJV).

Witnesses say that wisdom was “produced” (verse 22). But if this is true
then God had no wisdom until there came a time when He created it. A better
translation of verse 22 is the New American Translation or KJV which states
that “The Lord POSSESSED me in the beginning of his way”. The correct
thinking is that wisdom is as eternal as God with no beginning.

Verse 22 of Proverbs 8 gives further evidence that wisdom is eternal.
“From everlasting [Hebrew owlam] | was established, from the beginning,
from the earliest times of the earth.” (NWT)

This word “owlam” translated everlasting here in NWT is the same
Hebrew word in Psalm 90:2 “... Even from everlasting [owlam] to everlast-
ing, Thou art God.”

If one insists that Proverbs is speaking of Jesus, then Jesus is just as
eternal as God and un-created.

Another important issue of the personiycation of wisdom is that better
non-witness translations reveal that this wisdom is feminine. The “me” who
is speaking throughout Proverbs 8:1 through 9:12 is identiyed as fiwisdom,0
and feminine pronouns are used to describe this wisdom.

Wisdom raises her voice in 8:1; she takes her stand in 8:2; she cries out
in 8:3; wisdom has built her house in 9:1; she has prepared her table in 9:2--
certainly not the language one would expect if Jesus Christ were meant.

The Jehovah’s Witnesses translation, the NWT, hides this fact by
translating the feminine pronouns as a neuter pronoun “it”.

1 Does not wisdom keep calling out, and discernment keep giv-
ing forth its voice? 2 On top of the heights, by the way, at the crossing
of the roadways it has stationed itself. 3 At the side of the gates, at the
mouth of the town, at the going in of the entrances it keeps crying
loudly: (chapter 22:1-3)

Strangely, the Watchtower Society has admitted that the Hebrew is
in the feminine:

“Our thinking here reminds us of what is said in the 8th chapter of the
Book of Proverbs, where divine wisdom is depicted as a person who talks
about himself. Of course in the original Hebrew text of Proverbs, the word
wisdom is in the feminine and speaks of itself as a female person. Divine
wisdom does not have any separate existence apart from God. Wisdom always
existed in Him, and so was not created. For this reason it is interesting to
hear how wisdom speaks of herself as a feminine person.” (God’s Eternal
Purpose Now Triumphing for Man’s Good, p. 28)

Watchtower leaders have deliberately and dishonestly translated this
text and distort its meaning to undermine who Jesus truely is.

ministries who are struggling.

Clrecillzinee . Doinaits

If you recall, we stated many times that we are serious about this ministry and the impact that we feel we can make. We have given away this
year free of charge around 100 “Watchtower in Light of Scripture” books and thousands of tracts tapes and CDs. In an attempt to help small ministries
with a valuable resource, we have just days ago donated 500 more “Watchtower in Light of Scripture” books (including shipping), to perhaps the
largest gathering of Witness ministries in the world, scheduled for October 2008 in Pennsylvania.
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Why should we donate so many books when our ministry is likewise is need? There are many reasons. To begin with the $10,000 plus costs to
produce the books was a generous grant given to Challenge Ministries for the purpose of printing the book. We were given permission to sell them
for our support as we determined. It would take us many years to sell them, all the while they sit in storage awaiting sales. We believe that they would
best promote the defense and proclamation of the gospel if they were quickly distributed. We felt further they could be an encouragement to small

We sense an urgency in our message of Hope in Christ and are convinced that this would honor our Great God and King. Pray that God will
grant us the time and the opportunities to continue to Glorify His Name.

Moving? Please send your change of address to Challenge Ministries, Box 20195, El Cajon, Calif. 92021
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Attention! Attention!
Attention!

Challenge Ministries monthy newsletter is now on a FREE one
year SUBSCRIPTION basis!

This means ANYONE who would like to receive it
EITHER must have been a contributor sometime in the last year, or
REQUEST to receive it. Those who don’t request the FREE 1 year
subscription or who do not ynancially support this ministry at least
once a year, will be dropped from our database in 60 days.

The housing market, fuel prices, and the general downward
trend of the economy has radically affected Challenge Ministries
and many non-proyt organizations. For nearly 25 years, those who
ynancially support this ministry have kept us in a positive ynancial
pow. However, this year has been a consistent downward trend in
giving where our ministry obligations now exceeds the gifts.

Most of you know that we work regular jobs and receive only
a very small salary to keep the ministry going. We literally work
hours per day at this ministry and are committed to the spread of the
gospel, regardless of our ynances. Our tracts, books, tapes, CDgs,
website, and outreaches will continue without cost as long as the
support is there.

As long as we have breath (Lord willing) we will “earnestly”
boast in the Glory of our God, and His overwhelming Grace and
Kindness that He gives in the Gospel.

Thank you for your prayers and kind support. In Christ,
Jerry and Dianna

NEWSLETTER

Challenge Ministries is a non-proyt Chris-
tian ministry dedicated to the defense and pro-
claimation of the Gospel and Biblical truth.

Founded by .................. Jerry & Dianna Benson
E-mail: .oo.ovveeeiiien challenge.min@cox.net
WED Site: ..ovvvveeiieeiieeeieeeee, www.challengemin.org
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