
Fishers of Men

Parkway Plaza Mall, Mission 
Valley Mall, Ocean Beach, 

Balboa Park
Two more shopping malls this month along with Ocean Beach and of 

course our old reliable Balboa Park for some ý shing for men.

Last year at Parkway was our top outreach ever as far as pure numbers of 
literature handed out. However, this year we were informed the night before our 
Parkway Plaza outreach, that our space had been taken by a ñpaying Kioskò cus-
tomer and weôd be moved to the north entrance. Although the Walmart entrance 
last year had more people, we had far more room on the ñPat and Oscarsò side. 
10 people showed up from 6 different churches to help, including a pastor from 
a Reformed Church in South Bay. Although we only handed out about 500 or 
so tracts, there were times when I saw 5 of our group witnessing to people one 
on one at the same time. Wow!!

More than once myself and others spoke with 3 or 4 people at one time. 
What a privilege to be a messenger for our great God and King, Jesus Christ. 
Perhaps 75 or more heard the gospel clearly by a dedicated Christian. 

Our ý rst evening mall experience was had at Mission Valley Mall. After 
an hour of freedom near the Target shopping center exit, Bible John described 
the incident, ñBUSTED!ò

The President of the mall took the time to personally come and visit  and 
demand of me that 2 of the 5 people leave (the rules said 3 only), and the other 
3 MUST stay behind the table. Wandering throughout the area was forbidden. 
Since we had un-restrained movement for an hour I agreed. Pastor Gil and Eric 
were leaving anyway, and we decided another hour behind the table was fair, 
given that we had expanded our location by 100 feet. John said it was the BEST 
time witnessing he has had to date with many heart to heart conversations.

Ocean Beach was another new outreach. Ricky and I went alone for a 
couple of hours on a Saturday. Lots and lots of kids, which is O.K. by me. Some 
had pretty bizarre ideas about God and the afterlife.

After spending time on the beach talking with more than a dozen people 
we headed in to the town area. I was speaking with a man about the gospel 
and mentioned how brief life seems to be. He broken heartedly told me his 
daughter died just a couple of years ago. She was 5 months old. I assured him 
that God would do what was right and that the Creator had a great compassion 
for children.

I was overwhelmed that he held no grudges toward God and that he 
was very attracted to the beauty of the gospel. We talked for 15 or 20 minutes 
and I sense that God is doing a mighty work in his life. I encouraged him to 
get right with God that very evening in the privacy of his own room. I like to 
believe he did.

The following day I met with Pastor Gil and 3 others at Balboa Park for 
ñopen airò preaching. The preaching was very exciting but was dwarfed by a 
talk I had with a 12 year old boy. 

First I spoke with his family of 4 concerning the cross and how we are 
saved. He appeared from nowhere and wanted to answer my questions about 
being a Christian. Thereôs no doubt in my mind that God has a hold of this little 
one and has wonderful plans for him. Iôm was delighted that I also could direct 
him in the way of the Lord. He was ever so excited to take a dozen tracts to 
share the gospel with his friends. I have never met such a little one that knew the 
gospel and desired to do what he saw us doing. He asked my name and hoped 
to meet me again. God is so good!
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Ocean Beach, Dec. 20. The Amazing Ricky handing out a tract downtown O.B. Nobody over 30 in this town. The 
owner of the business next door told me she was calling the police to have us removed. They never showed.

Parkway Plaza, Dec. 6. Dianna strays from our table in Parkway and gives some illusion tracts to a Muslim family of 6.

Mission Valley Mall, Friday evening, Dec. 12. Bible John talking to two ladies on the left with Dianna in the back-
ground talking to a little girl and her mom using the illusion tract. ñWestý eldò provided table on the right.
Mission Valley Mall, Friday evening, Dec. 12. Bible John talking to two ladies on the left with Dianna in the back-

Parkway Plaza, Dec. 6. Dianna strays from our table in Parkway and gives some illusion tracts to a Muslim family of 6.

Ocean Beach, Dec. 20. The Amazing Ricky handing out a tract downtown O.B. Nobody over 30 in this town. The 



Mormonism Challenged

Temple Work for the Dead
Not only do Mormons believe that secret temple rituals are necessary 

for their own salvation, but they believe that certain ordinances such as 
baptism and marriage must also be performed in behalf of the DEAD.

Joseph Smith, founder of Mormonism, made this unbelievable dec-
laration in a sermon given in 1844:

“The greatest responsibility in this world that God has laid 
upon us is to seek after our dead.” (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph 
Smith, p. 356)

Joseph Fielding Smith, who became the 10th Prophet of the LDS 
Church, said this about the ñgreatest commandmentôô:

“The greatest commandment given us, and made obligatory, is 
the temple work in our own behalf and in behalf of our dead.” (Doc-
trines of Salvation, vol. 2, p. 149)

Nowhere in the Bible are we told to perform any rituals in behalf of 
the dead, or that any work done for a dead person will somehow help him in 
the hereafter. In fact, contrary to Joseph Fielding Smith, Jesus said that:

ñ... the ý rst of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord 
our God is one Lord; And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy mind, and with all thy 
strength: this is the ý rst command-
ment. And the second is like, namely 
this, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself. THERE IS NONE OTHER 
COMMANDMENT GREATER 
THAN THESEò (Mark 12:2931).

Because of the close association 
that temple Mormons have with the 
dead, many claim to actually have 
contact with the dead. Mormon Presi-
dent, Wilford Woodruff, delivered a 
discourse in the tabernacle in Salt Lake 
City where he made this shocking an-
nouncement: 

ñ...two weeks before I left St. 
George, the spirits of the dead gath-
ered around me, wanting to know 
why we did not redeem them....These 
were the signers of the Declaration 
of Independence, and they waited 
on me for two days and two nights. 
I straightway went into the baptismal 
font and called upon brother McCallister to baptize me for the sign-
ers of the Declaration of Independence, and ý fty other eminent men, 
making one hundred in all, including John Wesley, Columbus, and 
others; I then baptized him for every President of the United States, 
except three; and when their cause is just, somebody will do the work 
for them.” (Journal of Discourses, vol. 19, p. 229)

This man-made idea of attempting to redeem the dead is certainly 
out of harmony with the Word of God, the Bible. Psalms 49:7 clearly 
states, ñNone of them can by any means redeem his brother, nor give to 
God a ransom for him.ò

Furthermore, the Bible is absolutely clear that there is no ñsecond 
chanceò after death:

ñAnd as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the 
judgment:ò (Hebrews 9:27)

ñNone of them can by any means redeem his brother, nor give 
to God a ransom for him:ò (Psalm 49:7)

Sacred Underwear
Among the many unchristian aspects of the temple ritual is the 

obligation to wear a secret temple garment with mystical markings. This 
garment is to be worn next to the skin for life and is only to be removed 
for changing or bathing, and for certain ñpublic appearanceò exceptions. 
This underwear is placed upon the temple patron by a temple worker 
after he or she has gone through a ceremonial washing of various parts of 
the body. He is told that this garment will be a ñshield and a protectionò 
against the power of the destroyer.

While the original temple garment came down to the wrists and 
ankles and was not to be altered, the modern temple garment has been 
abbreviated. Mormon leaders are now placing more emphasis on the 
importance of the markings rather than the garment itself.

The mystical powers that these secret markings are believed to 
possess can be demonstrated by a letter sent from the First Presidency 
of the Mormon Church to presidents of stakes and bishops of wards in 
which the following appeared:

ñWhere military regulations require the wearing of two-piece 
underwear, such underwear should be properly marked, as if the 
articles were of the normal pattern. If circumstances are such that dif-
ferent underwear may be turned back to the wearer from that which 
he sends to the laundry, then the marks should be placed on small 

pieces of cloth and sewed upon the 
underwear while being worn, then 
removed when the underwear is 
sent to the laundry, and resewed 
upon the underwear returned.” 
(letter dated August 31, 1964)

It makes one wonder how peo-
ple can get so committed to following 
their leaders that they would disregard 
their own ability to reason as well as 
shrug off guidance from the Word of 
God, the Bible. Proverbs 3:5&6 tell us 
where we should put our trust:

ñTrust in the Lord with all 
thine heart; and lean not unto thine 
own understanding. In all thy ways 
acknowledge him, and he shall direct 
thy paths.ò

While temple Mormons are 
taught that special undergarments will 
be a ñshield and protectionò to them, 
the Bible says that God and His Word 

is our shield:

ñEvery word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put their 
trust in himò (Proverbs 30:5).

CONCLUSION

No doubt, if knowledge of the temple ceremony would promote 
faith in the LDS Church, Mormons would be eager to talk about it. But 
the Fact that it is kept secret from the world and even from the bulk of 
its members, casts suspicion upon its godliness, especially since Jesus 
made His teachings open to the whole world.

When questioned about His doctrine, Jesus responded:

ñ...I spake openly to the world; I ever taught in the synagogue, 
and in the temple, whither the Jews always resort; and in secret have 
I said nothing.ò (John 18:20).
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Death and the Afterlife
The following article is taken from Peter Barnes book  ñthe Watch Tower 

in Light of Scriptureò.

Jehovahôs Witnesses believe that when the physical organism dies, the 
spirit and soul dies. Nothing survives the death of the body. So that whatever 
is spiritual, soul or spirit could not apply in any way to any separate or distinct 
entities within us. Nor would the soul or spirit remain intact and survive the 
death of our physical organism.

Now we face the question; what happens to a person after death? Letôs 
look at this subject ý rst from the Jehovahôs Witnessesô point of view, and then 
weôre going to compare it with the Christian view. Weôre going to analyze 
certain important Bible words used in connection with the place that man will 
go to after death. Weôre going to look at the Hebrew word Sheol and the Greek 
word Hades, which are used frequently in the Bible to describe what happens 
after death.

The Watchtower teaches a very different idea of Sheol. Jehovahôs Wit-
nesses base their beliefs on several passages of Scripture. First weôll consider 
perhaps their favorite passage concerning the afterlife, Ecclesiastes chapter 9, 
verse 5:

For the living know that they will die, but the dead do not know 
anything, nor have they any longer a reward for the memory of them is 
forgotten.

The Witnesses will quote that verse, and verse 10 to reinforce their 
understanding. Verse 10:

Whatever your hands ý nd to do, 
verily, do it with all your might; for there 
is no activity or planning or wisdom in 
Sheol where you are going.

Notice please the use of the word 
Sheol. In the Watchtower Bible that word 
will appear clearly in verse 10. Some Bibles 
use the word hell. Some Bibles translate 
the word grave, which brings us on to a 
question of the deý nition of the Hebrew 
word Sheol.

The Jehovahôs Witnesses insist that 
the word Sheol can only be interpreted in 
one way when used throughout the Old 
Testament. If you say to them, what is the 
interpretation then? They will argue that 
Sheol is the grave. Sheol is the common 
grave of mankind, and when you die, the 
body goes into the grave. It doesnôt go down 
any further than 6 feet, the depth of the grave, 
and thatôs the end of you.

They say, ñWell now, donôt these verses back that up?ò Theyôre suggest-
ing, for example, in verse 5, ñThe dead donôt know anything,ò it says, and also 
again in verse 10, ñThereôs no planning nor wisdom nor activity in Sheol where 
youôre going.ò The Witnesses say, ñThere you are, thatôs a perfect description of 
the fact that nothing happens after death. Nothing survives, so thereôs no mental 
activity, thereôs nothing going on.ò

With that in mind, lets take a closer look at Ecclesiastes, chapter 9, and 
point out a few things from that chapter. 

Reconsidering verse 5, which says that the living know that they will die, 
and that the dead do not know anything. The verse goes on to say, ñnor have 
they any longer a reward for the memory of them is forgotten.ò Is that true? Can 
you make that as a blanket statement concerning all of mankind? You cannot. 
God has not forgotten them. Theyôre still very much there in the memory of 
God. They might be forgotten by future generations of mankind, but how about 
the statement, ñneither have they any more reward.ò Those who were men and 
women of faith back in the days of King Solomon would be getting their reward 
of faith would they not. Theyôll certainly be resurrected along with all other 
faithful men and women, who share in Godôs blessings.

Man, however, is limited in what his eyes tell him as well as his under-
standing. Letôs take a look at verse 10 and 11:

Whatever your hands ý nd to do, thoroughly do with all your might. 
For there is no activity or planning or wisdom in Sheol where youôre go-
ing. I saw again under the sun that the race is not to the swift, and the 
battle is not to the warriors, and neither is bread to the wise, nor wealth 
to the discerning, nor favor to the men of ability for time and chance 
overtake them all.

Do you believe that as a Christian? That time and chance overtakes every 
one of us. Donôt you believe that weôre in the hands of the Almighty God, 
and that God maps out our future? But you see from the human viewpoint, 
from the viewpoint of fallen man, it appears to be a case of time and chance, 
doesnôt it. And thatôs why gamblers talk about Lady Luck, good fortune and 
bad fortune. What we need is to gain a proper understanding of Ecclesiastes. 
It says in verse six:

Indeed their love and their hate and their zeal have already perished and 
they will no longer have a share in all thatôs done under the sun.

You cannot say that is a blanket statement of truth about everybody, 
because there will be some resurrected to share in the blessings that God has 
for them. I hope that helps you to get the Book of Ecclesiastes into the correct 
perspective. You cannot use it my friends to establish a cardinal, fundamental 
doctrine about what happens to people when they die. 

Now letôs consider Psalm 146:3-4:

Do not trust in princes in mortal man in whom there is not sal-
vation. His spirit departs. He returns to the earth in that very day his 
thoughts perish.

Did you catch that point? At the 
very day of death, at the moment of 
death, mortal manôs thoughts perish. 
The Jehovahôs Witnesses seize on that 
statement, and they say, ñThere you 
are. That shows you that itôs all over. 
There’s no more thinking processes for 
a man who has died. ñHeôs gone out of 
existence.ò

The Witnesses have failed to 
understand the word ñperishò as used 
in the Bible. Nor do they understand a 
similar word, the word ñdestroyò, which 
does not mean to annihilate or to put 
out of existence. Thatôs not the way the 
Bible uses that word.

I want to turn you at this point 
to Vineôs Expository Dictionary where 
weôll consider the word ñdestroyò. 
Here it tells us that the word destroy 

is from the same root word as the word 
ñperishò. In the Greek, itôs ñapollumiò, 

and Vineôs says this:

The idea presented by this word is not extinction, but ruin; loss, 
not of being, but of well being.

This is clear from its use, for example, of the spoiling of the wineskins 
recorded at Luke 5, verse 37. You might remember that Jesus mentioned that 
as an illustration. He said men do not put new wine into old wineskins, because 
if you do, the wineskins will perish. This is the same word used in the Greek 
Scriptures translation of Psalm 146, verse 4. Some Bible translations of the 
New Testament will say, the wineskins will be destroyed. Now think about 
it. What really happened to the wineskins? Did they go out of existence? 
Have the wineskins been annihilated? No. You know what happened. The 
new wine, which is still fermenting, caused the wineskins to balloon out and 
ý nally they rip open at the seams, and theyôre spoiled for the job for which 
they were designed. Actually theyôre still in existence, but theyôre useless for 
the purpose for which they were created.

The same thought is contained in Psalm 146, verse 4. When a man 
dies, if heôs an unbeliever, then his thoughts are exposed as ruined, theyôre of 
no value, and they accomplish nothing. So that Scripture is not talking about 
annihilation or going out of existence in any way.

 

Jehovah’s Witnesses Challenged
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Complete Newsletter 
NOW ONLINE!!

For the ýrst time in our ministry we now have our 
entire 4 page newsletter available on the internet. As a 
matter of fact, just go to our web site and on the home 
page youôll ýnd a new updated link (Newsletter Now 
Available), that will bring up a page with links to the 
ENTIRE newsletter in the PDF format (identical to the 
issue we send out).

In the past we separated the ñJWò info from the 
ñFishers of Menò and placed them in separate areas. Be-
cause of time constraints we weren’t able to also separate 
the Mormon articles and outreaches.

Now the complete newsletter can be read each 
month with incredible features, such as ZOOM levels, 
and word searches permitted in the PDF format.

We will continue mailing our ñhard copyò newsletter 
FREE to anyone who requests it. Initially, only January 
2009 and December 2008 issues are complete. We hope 
to complete in the near future all of 2007 and 2008.

Thank you for your continued prayers and kind 
ýnancial help during these difýcult times.


