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Fishers of Men

Gas Lamp District, Mission 
Beach & Del Mar Fair (1)
I’ve stated many times that Challenge Ministries is committed 

to zealous and consistent evangelism. Our ultimate desire is that all our 
dedication for the truth of God’s Word, the Gospel, and the Glory of God 
will work its way out in changed lives and a passion for the lost.

Since our last newsletter we’ve had 3 outreaches in the San Diego 
area, the most in a one month time period to date. Marty (an ex-JW that 
I’ve been decipling), and I decided to go downtown to the Gas Lamp 
District on a Thursday evening in place of one of our weekly discipleship 
meetings. This was the ý rst time that I have gone downtown tracting in 
the evening, so this was a rather new opportunity.

Our ý rst encounter was with a young miltary couple. Rather than a 
long list of objections about God, it was evident that someone had laid the 
groundwork and had been praying before us. Perhaps they will become 
true believers. Marty and I left them feeling that God was working in a 
powerful way in their lives.

We talked to an older man (rather intoxicated), eating dinner with 
his two sons on a street cafe.  Although he was the primary speaker, I was 
actually talking to his sons through him. I think they could see the power 
of sin in the visible manifestation of their drinking father. They heard the 
Gospel clearly. We left with a handshake and wished them well.

As it grew dark people were deý nitely more reluctant to take tracts 
or talk. One couple (I donôt think they were married), were deý nitely deý -
ant towards the things of God. His language grew so obnoxious that we 
had to end the conversation. They did hear the gospel clearly even though 
they hated every word. God is able and has saved the most miserable of 
all men and women. Praise His Holy name.

Saturday, June 14, I decided to arrange an outreach to our ý rst 
beach event, Mission Beach, near the roller coaster on the boardwalk. 
Although quite cool that day, people were everywhere. Bible John (I call 
him that because he always has a Bible), were the only ones available to 
tract that day.

Many people weren’t in that much of a hurry and it was easy to talk 
with them. Surprisingly, I think a third claimed to be Christian. I spoke 
with three Hawaiian youth (late teens), who said they were returning from 
a mission trip to Mexico where they had built a couple of houses. 

I asked them if they knew what is the gospel? They all seemed 
unsure. When pressed they said they believed they were going to heaven 
because of a relationship with Christ. I continued to kindly question 
them what this means. I patiently waited to hear about sin and the cross 
of Christ, but this did not happen. Then I lovingly shared the message of 
the Bible and how we can be forgiven before a Holy God. I gave them 
tracts to share with friends and strangers they would meet. I like to think 
that perhaps they truly knew the Lord but because of their youth and the 
pressure to give an answer they were simply frustrated. 

My heart does grieve however, that all too many churches have lost 
the emphasis on the gospel. If taught at all it simply begins the Christian 
life but then becomes something that happened in the past and has little 
relevance for today. How tragic.

Jerry, “Open Air” preaching, Thursday evening, out front of “Moose 
McGillycuddy’s” Pub in the Gaslamp. Many were listening.
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John spoke with this Spanish family for quite some time about the heart of 
the Bible message the Gospel. No doubt God will use this encunter.

Although unintentional, I had spoken to this man dressed as a “rabbit” just 10 minutes previous. He told 
me he’d given his soul to Satan and wanted no part of the Christian message. He seemed OK that John 
would now tell him the same message. Note the Mission Beach roller coaster in the background.



Just when I thought that I would not experience a more intense 
witnessing encounter than my past experiences, Mission beach topped 
them all!

I decided to once again “Open Air Preach” in a key area on the Mis-
sion Beach boardwalk. I’ll let these photos share “the rest of the story”.

Del Mar Fair (1)
Dianna and I signed up for 2 Sundays at the Del Mar Fair with 

Maranatha Church. Maranatha obtained a booth in the Pavilion area 
inside the race track for the entire 3 weeks of the fair. The only purpose 
was to share the gospel. Bible John also signed up for several days to 
man the booth.

Although there were not a lot of people come into this area on 
Sunday the 22nd, the ones that did were worth all our efforts.

Dianna talked to a young man ý rst thing in the morning that was 
“clean for a month” from drugs and alcohol. He realized that this road 
was destroying him and that he needed to seek for God. For the ý rst time 
he said that he saw that his previous lifestyle was sin against God. The 
spirit of God was obviously dealing with this young man.

Since he works in one of the booths in the pavilion, perhaps we 
will get another chance to talk with him. I’m going to make a point to 
seek him out next week.

Next month (Lord willing) we will report on week 2 of Del Mar 
Fair.

Thank you for your prayers and continued support.
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sion Beach boardwalk. I’ll let these photos share “the rest of the story”.

Here’s how you start. Choose a spot. Hand raised. “May I have your attention please!!”

Half way through my message 4 Marines walked off the beach seemingly looking for trouble. They planted themselves 
just a few feet from my face yelling out hatred for my message and tried to intimidate me to action. 

This marine with clenched ý st tried one ý nal challenge before the gospel closed his mouth. As I continued the message 
of the cross, one by one they walked away. “Greater is He that is in you...” I John 4:4

John and Janet spent over an hour in our booth with lots of questions about the Mormons and the JWs. Janet was 
overwhelmed at the seriousness of the JW errors, and how the Bible has truth that we can trust. She has someone at 
work that is a JW that now she is so excited to talk to about the Deity of Christ. Both are rather young in the faith but 
are exploding in zeal to proclaim and live the gospel. Both Dianna and I feel that this one encounter of encouragement 
to young believers was worth our day at the fair.

The mail street Del Mar Fair on Sunday the 22nd. 




