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be ready always to give an answer
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Fishers of Men

The Tijuana Border Crossing
& Carlsbad Street Fair

We’ve had tremendous diversity in our “Fishers of Men” outreaches.
Two places we haven’t been had been the Tijuana Border crossing (Sat. May
10) and Carlsbad Street Fair (Sunday, May 4). Two people accepted my
invitation to tract and fiysh for meno on the border, and Dianna and Myself
at Carlshad.

Once again, there were LOTS OF PEOPLE at both events. The vast
majority at the border were spanish. Some knew no English at all but most
knew English quite well.

I think the Amazing Ricky set a record for most tracts given out in 2
hours. Perhaps six or seven hundred. Often so many were coming out that it
was hard to even attempt to give out a tract to everyone. At other times there
seemed a lull where you wondered where was everyone.

Ricky on the far left and John on the far right, both with hats. Security did come and tell us
not to go any closer to the doors, which was yne by us. Probably 80% or so took the tracts.

I think that this was one of the easiest outreaches to talk with people
at length concerning spiritual matters. John said he was able to share a clear
presentation of the gospel with at least 3 individuals. He also talked to several
that claimed they were atheist. Every time we share the truth with someone
we can rest assured that “God’s word will not return void but will accomplish
His purposes.”

I met several true Christians and challenged them to share their faith with
their mouth and by their lives. One teen young man was determined to be faith-
ful and consistent in his proclamation of the gospel regardless of the cost.

Another conversation | had was with a Mexican man, truly broke my
heart. His name was Victor, and reminded me of the prodigal son. He had
driven from Sacramento to TJ for the express purpose to sin. We talked of the
moral law of God, His Holiness, and the greatest commandment to love God
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with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength. He seemed deeply troubled over
his life of sin that he had offended a Holy God.

He showed me his wallet which was completely empty. His cell phone
was stollen as well. He recognized his great need but admitted that he lacked
true faith. I shared the gospel at length and expressed to him that faith as well
as repentance is a gift of God. As we parted, he had tears in his eyes and
thanked me deeply. I believe this may be a turning point in his life. I told him
1 would pray that God will send someone to help him.

As | looked back on the experience with with him | could only imagine
that again, if circumstances were different, | could be that man. It reminded
me all the more.... to whom much is given, much is required.

May we not enjoy God’s mercy without pashionately reaching out to
those that yet need it.

John had a very personal talk with this young Spanish man. He shared the Gospel directly
from the small Bible seen here in his hands.

Dianna shared an illusion Gospel tract with this young lad at the largest one day street fair west of the
Mississippi. Over 110,000 people walked by our Shave Ice booth the yrst Sunday in May.

Continued Next Page...



Mormonism Challenged

“Why Are You Persecuting us?
We Don’t Attack You!”

The LDS church is desperately trying to be recognized as a
“Christian” church. They are very cautious in this generation about
criticizing other denominations. As a matter of fact, when witness-
ing to a Mormon, their defense is often “Why are you persecuting
us? We don’t attack you!”

There are several serious paws in this question. First, by what
stretch of the imagination can you claim that talking with a LDS
is some sort of persecution? Now if | had Mormons imprisoned
or burned at the stake that would be

Although Mormon leaders today rarely criticize other reli-
gions openly, early LDS leaders were extremely vocal and quite
abrasive.

Orson Pratt, one of the original apostles of the LDS church,
made this harsh attack:

“...all other churches are entirely destitute of all author-
ity from God; and any person who receives Baptism or the
Lord’s supper from their hands will highly offend God, for
he looks upon them as the most corrupt of all people. Both
Catholics and Protestants are nothing less than the ‘whore of
Babylon’...” (The Seer, p. 255)

persecution! The truth of the matter *

is that Christians are responding to
the attack of Mormonism on the
historic Christian Faith.

The statement “we don’t attack
you” is, in reality, far from the truth.
One doesn’t have to investigate
Mormonism very far to find that
the entire system of Mormonism is
built upon the sweeping attack that
every single church under the sun
is “wrong.” All their creeds are an
“abomination” in the sight of God.
All their followers were “corrupt.”
Mormon Scripture makes this com-
prehensive assault on all Christian
churches and their believers:

“I was answered that | must
join none of them, for they were
all wrong; and the Personage
who addressed me said that all
their creeds were an abomination
in his sight; that those professors
were all corrupt:...” (Pearl of Great
Price, Joseph Smith-History 1:19)

The entire purpose of the
LDS Missionary campaign is to tell

the world that every other church is old Joseph Smithés vision of God the Father and Jesus Christ in 1820. The
foundation of the LDS Church is built on this event. Not only did this event

wrong and that the Mormon church is

introduce the idea that “all the churches are wrong” but from this they get that

John Taylor, who became
the third prophet of the Mormon
Church, said:

“We talk about Christi-
anity, but it is a perfect pack of
nonsense....the Devil could not
invent a better engine to spread
his work than the Christian-
ity of the nineteenth century.”
(Journal of Discourses, vol. 6,
p. 167)

Besides these attacks on
other churches, Mormonism
claims that there is no salvation
without accepting Joseph Smith,
Jesus and Lucifer are brothers,
God the Father and Jesus Christ
are polygamist, the Bible is not
trustworthy, and a multitude of
other beliefs that undermine the
Christian Faith.

Therefore, itis not Christians
that have attacked Mormonism,
but rather it is Mormonism that
has attacked the Christian Faith
and everything for which it stands.

This exquisite painting done for the LDS Church portrays the young 14 year  C€rtainly we cannot be in error for

“answering” these attacks!

Although Mormonism claims

the only true church on the _face of th_e God the Father has a body of fibesh and boneso. Notice the doctrine that Jesus  there was a “total” apostacy, Jesus
earth. Therefore, favor with God is s physically identical to God the Father represented in the virtual cloning of promised there would always be a

only in membership in the Church of  the Father for Jesus. Oddly, the yrst vision was virtually unknown until nearly
10 years after the church began, 20 years after it supposedly happened!

Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints.

Even the Book of Mormon states there are “two churches
only; the one is the "church of the Lamb of God,” and the other is
the “church of the devil” (1 Nephi 14:10). Since the Mormon church
claims to be of the yrst, that puts all others in the category of fithe
church of the devil.”

remnant as He promised:

“..1 will build my church;
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” (Matthew
16:18)

The reality is, Christians are commanded to “give an answer”
(I Peter 3:15) and to “earnestly contend for the faith” (Jude 3).

If we really care where someone spends eternity, can we do
any less than tell them the truth?



Jehovah’s Witnhesses Challenged

Is Jesus Michael the
Archangel?

Jehovah’s Witnesses are very open in their discussions that Jesus
is inferior to Jehovah God. They are even quite forthright in their labeling
Jesus a created being. However, they are a little more reserved to claim
that Jesus is a created angel by the name of Michael. I’ve even spoken
with some new JWs that had not been told yet that Jesus is Michael the
Archangel.

If you go to the ofycial web site of the Jehovahts Witnesses and look
up articles speciycally written concerning Jesus, | was unable to ynd that
He is an angel named Michael. If you

Neither of these verses say that Jesus is the created Archangel
Michael or that Jesus is a created being. Jude 9 is clear that there is
an angel named Michael, and | Thessalonians is clear that Jesus will
return “with an anchangel’s voice.”

The NASB bible says “with the voice of the archangel” and the
RSV bible says “For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a
cry of command, with the archangel’s call”.

Regardless of which bible version you read the archangel Michael
will be present with Jesus and announce this great day along with the
trumpet blast.

look up articles linked to their home

page on “What do They Believe?”,
many distinctive JW doctrines are
listed but none concerning Jesus being
Michael.

The angel foremost in power and authority s the archangel, or
Jesus Christ. (1 Thessalonians 4-16; Jude 9) Seraphs, cherubs, and

However, although somewhat
veiled, the doctrine that Jesus is Mi-
chael can be found on their site if you
searched for articles on “angels”. | was
able to ynd 2 places on their web site
that teach Jesus is the created angel Mi-
chael. Both places give as biblical proof,
Jude 9 and | Thessalonians 4:16.

other angels are under him

B.7

ANGELS—HOW THEY ARE ORGANIZED

JEMovan nas nis vast angeit family organized as 1ollows

Seraphs oCcupy a vory high posiion n God's arrangement. They serve
as attendants at God's throne. Their assignment includes declaring Luke 2.
God's holiness and keeping his people spiritually clean.—|salan £:1-3,

Chenubs are associated with God's throne and uphold Jehovah's
majesty —Psalm 801, 891, Evckicl 101, 2

Mark 13:27 says many angels
will likewise be involved as they
gather the elect from all the world.

We shouldn’t be surprised of
the inclusion of the heavenly host of
angels as they “shouted for joy” (Job
38) in the early moments of creation,
and heralded the birth of Christ in

Hebrews 1:5 removes all doubt
that Jesus is an angel:

The witnesses bible, the New
World Translation reads:

Other angels are agenis of Jehovah, and lhey carry oul the divine will

For example, to which one of
the angels did he ever say: “You are
my son; |, today, | have become your

“But when Mi’cha-el the arch-

This Is a screen capture from the ofycial web site of the Jehovahis Wit-

father”? And again: “I myself shall
become his father, and he himself

angel had a difference with the Devil  nesses, Watchtower.org. Here it is clear that they teach that Jesus is an angel  will become my son”?” (NWT)

and was disputing about Moses’ body, named Michael.

he did not dare to bring a judgment

against him in abusive terms, but said: ‘May Jehovah rebuke you.
(Jude 9) NWT

“because the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a
commanding call, with an archangel’s voice and with God’s trumpet,
and those who are dead in union with Christ will rise yrst.o (I Thes-
salonians 4:16) NWT

Although it’s been changed, the
1970 NWT bible in Hebrews 1:6 commands all the angels to “worship”
Jesus. How can angels worship another angel?

This is further proof that the Watchtower is NOT to be trusted and
indeed is a false prophet and false teacher.
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As you’ve noticed, we’ve made some adjustments to the layout of our Newsletter. We’ve moved the articles on the Jehovah’s Witnesses and
Mormons to be side by side, and the most visible aspect our ministry, “Fishers of Men” to the front page. We’ll place our announcements and updates
from time to time in this gray box.

We had hoped to do the district JW convention June 7,8 in San Diego, but thus far l6ve been unable to get anyone to help. | had hoped to video
tape it this year, but we will see the direction the Lord leads.

We are determined to INCREASE our efforts in evangelism. Wedve had 8 outreaches thus far this year and would like to increase to TWICE
a month. We feel there is a great potential on the internet to show videos of live witnessing encounters. With your help we would like to purchase
sound and video equipment along with software for this multimedia approach. As an example, last year at the JW convention, Leon Brown went with
me and his wife shot some video clips of witnessing to the JWs. In less than 1 year, nearly 8,000 people watched a 9 minute clip of the event on the
famous internet web site, YouTube.com.

We are still seeking people to help in these outreaches and if you can, please support this ministry with your prayers and ynancially. If you have
suggestions or wish to be placed on the e-mail outreach list, please send me an e-mail at: challenge.min@cox.net  Thank You.

Moving? Please send your change of address to Challenge Ministries, Box 20195, El Cajon, Calif. 92021
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Letters From Our

Supporters Challenge Ministries is a non-proyt Chris-

tian ministry dedicated to the defense and pro-

This dear lady in Nebraska has a JW daughter claimation of the Gospel and Biblical truth.

that has refused to talk to her for over 30 years.

) ) ) Founded by .................. Jerry & Dianna Benson
Dear Friends in Christ, E-mail: .oo.ovveeeiiien challenge.min@cox.net
Appreciate getting the “Challenge Ministries” every web site: ..o www.challengemin.org

month. Wish | could attend one of your rallies and when you
hand out leapets at Parks etc. Gods Will and Blessings to
You.

Challenge Ministries
P.O. Box 20195

This letter from Kansas. El Cajon, California 92021
Dear Dianna and Jerry,

Erma ....16m now 92 plus years.

All contributions are tax deductable
Hello! | thank you for your recent article about the JWs
salvation. It truly reminds me how grateful 1 am to be free of
those false teaching. 16m so thankful to know the real Jesus and
accept him. No wonder so many JWs are driven to insanity,
mental illness, and sadly even suicide. | knew of 3 in our con-
gregation. They all did it within a one and a half year span.

I personally candt thank and support your important
ministry enough. | hope to some day to be able to meet & hug
you both.

May God bless you both. Thomas and Letecia




