Challenge

M iﬂi&tr!ex

be ready always to give an answer
I Peter 3:15

earmestly contend for the faith
Jude 3

Jehovah’s Witnhesses Challenged

More on JW Salvation

The Jehovah’s Witnesses view of salvation is quite complex
and raises many sub issues that likewise are complex. Christians
believe that to be saved one MUST be born again. This is a repen-
tant heart toward God and faith in the ynished and completed work
of Jesus Christ at the cross. All true believers will spend eternity
in the presence of God.

Witnesses say only 144,000 are born again and are the bride
of Christ. They go to heaven to be with God, all other rather sec-
ond class believers live on a paradise earth. Most have no desire
what so ever to go to heaven and are

information that is needed for men in taking a course lead-
ing to life. But God has not arranged for that Word to speak
independently or to shine forth life-giving truths by itself.
His Word says: “Light is sown for the righteous.” (Ps. 97:11)
It is through his organization that God provides this light
that the proverb says is the teaching or law of the mother.
If we are to walk in the light of truth we must recognize not
only Jehovah God as our Father but his organization as our
mother.” (Watchtower, May 1, 1957, p. 274)

The focus on the organization is clearly seen when they join
the society in their baptismal question:

rather proud that they are NOT going

“(1) On the basis of the sac-

to heaven. Awonderful paradise earth
will be their reward.

Witnesses believe that one can-
not know he is “saved” now but awaits
a future salvation. There can be no
assurance of salvation since one must
be faithful to the end.

Although Witnesses give lip
service that they are saved by faith in
Jesus, they have a long list of things
that must accompany this faith.

To begin with they must take in
knowledge and truth. Their repentance
is a performance that is in harmony
with the teachings and activities of the
Watchtower Society. Of course you
must recognize and associate one’s
self with the Watchtower Society as
“God’s organization”, obey God’s laws
and conform one’s life to the moral
requirements set out in the Bible. Your
integrity to Jehovah will coincide with
your integrity to his earthly organiza-

tion. Your door to door work will be a
strong indication that you are acceptable

before God.

Irwe Chrisdans are
sraloms moamgelicers, as
they were cenmuries sgs

True Christianity Today

True Christians loday should stand oul Tor thedr distinclive
way of life_ just as they did in the first century. Accondingly
Jehovah's Witnesses stive to adhene strictly to the

priscepts estabhshed by the first Chosbans. Ther efforts o

pattem their ives afler the leachings of the Bible are
noticed by ofhers

For imstance, the MNew Cathalic Encyciopedis
acknowledges that Jehowvah's Witnesses are known as

“ane of the best-behaved groups in the workd ™ The Dasans!

Neweg of Sall Laka City, Utah, obsenad thal Jehovah's
Witnesses “promaote strong family ties and develop
productive and honest citizens " The newspaper added;
“Memibers bebeve ina strong maral code. They beheve
srmoking, owerdrinking, drug misuse, gambling, sexweal
promiscuity and homosexuakty are spintually damaging
prachees. They teach honesty and good work habits.”

Thee Wilnesses also lake Lo hear their responsibably 1o be
Zedlous evangelizers. Commenting on this the New
Catholic Encyclopedia says: “The fundamental obigation
of each member .15 bo give witness 1o Jehovah by
announcing His approaching Kingdom. . . To be a tua

Witness one must preach effectively in one way or another ®

Chaarly, tnsg Chnstanity is much more than membership in

ane of the many rehgrons of Chnstendom. Jesus hmsel
foretodd the nse of counterfail Chastans, (Mathewy
T-22_23) Jehovah's Witnesses imite you to learn what
Jesus taught and put it into prachce. That 15 whal it means
o be & Chiistian. Jesus aid. I you know these things,
happy you are if you do them "—John 13:17

Screen capture of Watchtower.org web site. This ariticle, “What Does it Mean to be a Chris-
tian” does not mention the blood of Jesus, the cross, or gift. However, the photo of going door
to door and numerous works of righteousness certainly are.

rifice of Jesus Christ, have you
repented of your sins and dedicated
yourself to Jehovah to do his will?
(2) Do you understand that your
dedication and baptism identify you
as one of Jehovah’s Witnesses in as-
sociation with God’s spirit-directed
organization?” (Watchtower, June 1,
1985. page 30)

Strict records are kept of the
individuals door to door activity to
prove one’s faithfulness to Jehovah.
The Watchtower magazine teaches
the importance of this work:

“God has arranged for the
‘good news of the kingdom’ to be
proclaimed so that each individual
will have opportunity to work out
his own salvation.” (Watchtower,
Feb. 1, 1985, p. 5)

“God requires that prospective
subjects of his kingdom support his
government by loyalty, advocating

his Kingdom rule to others.” (Watch-
tower, Feb.15 1983, pp.12-12

Ephesians 2:8-10 puts the whole thing into perspective.

The part that the Organization plays in salvation is central to
the witness. The society sees God as the Father and the organiza-
tion as the Mother:

“The world is full of Bibles, which Book contains the
commandments of God. Why, then, do the people not know
which way to go? Because they do not also have the teaching
or law of the mother, which is light. Jehovah God has provided
his holy written Word for all mankind and it contains all the

Salvation including faith is a “Gift” that cannot be earned. We
are the workmanship of God saved to produce good works.

In John 14:6 Jesus stressed that it is not an organization that
saves but rather Jesus Himself:

“1 am the way the truth and the life no one comes to the
Father but by me.”

Continued Next Page...



Fishers of Mien

EARTH DAY, Balboa Park

Deynitely one of the most radical outreaches to date.
This certainly ranks with Marilyn Manson and the JW Con-
vention.

This year EarthFair at Balboa Park (Sunday, April 20)
was once again 60,000 plus of Americads ynest liberal envi-
ronmentalist. Rated as the “largest free annual environmental
fair in the world.” Hundreds of booths and 5 stages.

Although | had attempted for 2 months to coordinate
perhaps our largest outreach yet, it seemed to dissolve as the
day approached. Uncontrollably, circumstances kept many
away. Long story short Ricky and | spent the afternoon in
the Park.

We decided to ylm most of our activities. Armed with
tracts and a microphone and camcorder we were able to in-
terview about a dozen people, ylm a near iOpen Forum Rioto
and still had energy to preach the gospel “Open Air”.

I ylmed Ricky interviewing a young woman who sells
Crystals. She claimed that Jesus is contained in them. Sad,
she used to read the bible but now felt each person is free to
believe what ever they wish.

I was amazed at how people were drawn to the mi-
crophone and camera. We asked about a dozen people for
interviews and only one turned us down. What a delight to
share the gospel even with those that seemed so caught up
in mother earth.

We saw a large tent with a round 10 foot table . The sign
said “Open Forum.” | leaned up to the table and Ricky ran
the camera. After listening a moment | reached for the Bible
in the center and turned to John 14:6 and read how Jesus is
the only way to God. This was like throwing gasoline on a
mound of dry straw. Christianity attacked. God ridiculed. The
churches mocked and of course the gospel and the serious-
ness of sin came under yre. In minutes the group swelled to
30 or more people. Seemed | was alone until a knowledgeable
Christian man came forward in defense of the faith as well
as a young Christian teen. How refreshing.

A yrst time ever for me was to open air preach with-
out any ampliycation. Just the power of your voice and
the courage to stand in the middle of the event and preach
at the top of your voice the true gospel that saves souls.
Deynitely, the most difycult thing 1ove EVER done.

If only Christians and the churches would sense the
mission yeld we have here at home to compliment our mis-
sions to the world.

Here are some photos to give you an idea of this
event.

Ricky videotaped this discussion | had with 3 young people. The young man nearest me wanted to
be reincarnated as a lion or eagle. The man to the left was a yreman and wanted to die in a yre and
believed his soul would be burned up as well. Interestingly, the lady was a Jehovah’s Witness.

The Amazing Ricky tried his hand at interviewing as well. (hat, nose, and mic on the
right). This is the lady who sold crystals and told Ricky that Jesus lived in them.

What would you tell the world if you had 10 minutes to speak? | practiced my message for months in the
car on the way to work before ynally standing in front of hundreds (thousands?) with the Gospel of Hope.
We ylmed it live. Deynitely the hardest thing love ever done!

Moving? Please send your change of address to Challenge Ministries, Box 20195, El Cajon, Calif.




Mormonism Challenged

New LDS Website:
JesusChrist.lds.org

Less than 2 months ago the LDS church announced
a new multimedia Web site about the life and teachings of
Jesus Christ. Even with the vast resources of the Mormon
Church, this effort still took nearly a year to complete. Their
motive was to bring all their resources about Christ into one
Web location where they could present a dazzling portrayal
of Jesus Christ for members and non-members alike.

Everything on this site is yrst class. The graphics dis-
played from paintings about Christ are stunning. The articles
present Jesus as their King and Lord. There are streaming
videos that are of the highest quality. | watched most of one
entitled “Finding Faith in Christ.” It was really a mini movie.
30 minutes long about Jesus, his miracles and teachings,
and ynding faith in him. Most of the quotes were verbatim
from the Bible. One scene where Jesus calmed the sea was
incredibly realistic and moving.

There was also a

Another LDS Web
site, Newsroom.lds.org,
gives this information
about the new Jesus Christ
web site:

JESUS CHRIST

Yo

“According to
project manager Brian
Hansbrow, the site is
designed to give people a
deeper understanding of
who Jesus Christ is.”

L THE WITNESSES
[= OF LATTER-DAY
§ PROPHETS

The site features arti-
cles, video clips, artwork,
an interactive music page
and other sections all
focused on the life and
ministry of Christ.

Current LDS Apos-
tle Russell Nelson said

7 m"'*.
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20-minute video entitled
“The Restoration”. It is
primarily about the ori-
gins of the LDS church.
It begins by quoting John
3:16 and that “there is no
other way of salvation”.

The only thing nega-
tive in the video was the
clergy presented as rather
evil looking (wearing
black of course), with
harsh demeanor and ar-
gumentative comments.
One preacher kept saying
you must be “saved” in a
condescending manner,
which perplexed Joseph.
The conclusion is that
Joseph prays to God and

“he hoped that many
members of the Church would
use it in their own homes and also share it with others.”

Interestingly, Apostle Nelson said, “a major motivation
for the Web site was the need to help people understand
who Jesus is and what He taught.”

The web site was also accompanied by 2 special edition
LDS church magazines, which likewise focus on the life and
teachings of Jesus Christ.

Brian Hansbrow also admits that “the idea to publish
both the magazine special editions and design an Internet
site was partly inpuenced by an increase in discussion in
the media, over the last year, about whether Mormons
are Christian.”

If someone were to base their view of the LDS and their
religion from this site they would certainly believe LDS are
Christians. Actually, they would probably want to join.

sees God the Father and

Screen capture of the home page of the new LDS web site, JesusChrist.lds.org. Jesus in the trees. When he asks

which church he should join he’s
told not to join any of them. Absolutely no hint that “all the
churches are wrong” as well as all their believers false and
corrupt as stated in LDS scripture

| could ynd almost no real LDS distinctives anywhere
on this site. Nothing about Jesus and Satan being brothers.
Jesus one of 4 gods of this world. Jesus married and a po-
lygamist. Jesus blood not sufycient to cleanse from all sins.
Faith in Joseph as important as faith in Jesus. The Mormon
potential of becoming a god and many others.

No doubt, many who spend time on this site will be
deceived into believing that Mormons are Christians and
LDS will be even more convinced that they are following
the truth.

Pray that God will open the eyes of many.






